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interference shows signs of becoming weakened, and as far as possible to hasten on. the day of complete freedom in such matters.
When the student of history sees how the Statute of Labourers broke down in its effort to regulate freedom of contract between employer and employed, in the interest of the employer, he will admit the futility of renewing the attempt, this time in the interest of the employed. When he reads the preamble* (or pre-ramble as it is aptly styled in working-men's clubs) to James's seventh Tippling Act, he will be less sanguine in embarking on modern temperance legislation.
We find the same record of failure and accompanying mischiefs all along the line, and it is mainly our ignorance of history that blinds us to the truth. By this process of induction, the earnest and honest reformer is led to discover what those individual acts are which are really compatible with social cohesion. He finds that while the State tends to suppress violence and fraud and stealth with ever-increasing severity, it is at the same time more and more tolerant, not from sympathy, but from necessity, of the results, good, bad, and indifferent, of free contract between full-grown sane men and women.
And when a well-wisher to mankind has once thoroughly appreciated and digested this general principle, based as it is on a survey of facts and history, and not woven out of the dream-stuff of a priori philosophy, he will be content to remove all artificial hindrances to progress, and to watch the evolution of society, instead of trying to model it according to his own vague ideas of the Just, and the Good, and the Beautiful.
I wish to show that the only available method of discovering the true limits of liberty at any given period is the historic. History teaches us that there has been a marked
1 ' Whereas,   notwithstanding   all     enness doth more and more abound,
former laws and provisions already     to the great offence of Almighty God
made,  the inordinate  and extreme     and the wasteful destruction of God's
vice of excessive drinking and drunk-     good creatures . . .*